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Louis J. Casaregola 
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WILLIS ET AL 



Art Unit 

3746 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply vflthin the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months afler the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-finaL 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex paAfe Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-58 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-57 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 58 is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirenr)|ent. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, connected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translaUon of the foreign language provisional applicafion has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) d Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) d] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) [U Other: 
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Election 



The previous Office action includes a restriction between combination and 
subcombination along with a species election requirement. Applicants have elected 
subcombination Group I (claims 1-26 and 41-58) and further elected the species of 
Figure 2. Applicants have also listed claims 1-12, 17-19, 24-43, and 58 as readable on 
the elected species, and of these, claims 1-12, 17-19, 24-26, 41-43, and 58 fall within 
elected Group I. It is maintained however that most of the listed claims do not actually 
read on the elected Figure 2 species. Claims 1-12, 17-19, and 24-26 recite "a com- 
pressor mechanism for compressing air and fuel" (claim 1 , line 2), "an air supply conduit 
and a fuel supply conduit for conducting air and fuel separately into a compressor" 
(claim 3, line 4), or other similar language requiring that fuel be supplied to the com- 
pressor, as shown for example in the non-elected Figure 3 species. This feature is not 
however present in the elected Figure 2 species, which clearly supplies no fuel to com- 
pressor 4. Claims 41-43 recite further structure including "a motor/generator" (claim 41 , 
line 4), which appears to be exclusive to the non-elected species of Figure 12. Claims 
1-12, 17-19, 24-26, and 41-43 are consequently regarded as drawn to non-elected spe- 
cies, and these claims are therefore withdrawn from consideration along with non- 
elected claims 13-16, 20-23, 27-40, and 44-57. An action on the merits of remaining 
claim 58 is set forth below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Claim 58 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese 
Specification 6-108879. 

The claimed method reads on the operation of prior art gas turbine power plants 
of the type disclosed in the Japanese '879 Specification. See for example Figure 2 of 
the '879 Specification and note that plant working gas is heated by compression in com- 
pressor CP, further heated in heat exchanger HX, additionally heated in catalytic reactor 
CCT, cooled by expansion in turbine GT, heated again in second catalytic reactor CT, 
and finally cooled again in heat exchanger HX. 



Houdry, Pfefferle, and Dibble et al are cited as disclosing further pertinent 
examples of power plants employing catalytic combustion. 
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